
1054 

midwife unless she is armed with ordinary therapeutic
agents, such as antimony, ergot, opium, chloral, chloroform,
or any other mortal drug ? If she is allowed to use
them she becomes, as Dr. Rentoul tersely puts it,
a member of " an inferior order of medical practitioners" ;
if otherwise, and the State handicaps her from adopting
the necessary treatment, the parturient woman might, and
probably with greater safety would, be left in the hands of
the Gamp. If, however, I am wrong as to these fatalities
being rare-that is to say, the mortality being such as the
promoters of registration appear to affect-let them then
have the courage of their convictions, steer clear of all
quackery, and move for an amendment of the Medical Acts
so as to render it illegal for unqualified persons to practise
midwifery for the purposes of gain-a procedure quite justi-
fiable under such circumstances, and, moreover, consonant
with the times, and infinitely preferable to bringing the rank
and file of our profession in petty competition with a class
of females ; and God only knows (and I use the expression
reverentially) where these will begin or where they will end.

I am, Sirs, yours truly, 
_

Queen’s-road, Peckham, April 3rd, 1897. CLEMENT H. SEES.

"A VERY GRAVE SCANDAL."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Having been favoured with a copy of THE
LANCET and a marked paragraph in it, I fear I might
mot be showing that respect for your journal which I have
always felt if I passed over in silence the matter underlying
"A Very Grave Scandal." Whether some correspondent
has veiled his inaccuracies under anonymity, or whether the
matter is a cutting from a newspaper or an annotation of

your own, there is not even so much as an inverted
comma to indicate. Out of regard to my own time and your
space I do not propose to correct inaccuracy, but content
myself with answering the question which you put in the
last sentence. I might have shown that my telegram was
designedly sent in emphatic terms in order to prevent a
very grave scandal. The question you want answered is-
In case the man ran amok at the workhouse and killed
someone, who would be responsible ? The answer cannot
be given in a word-it is a complex one. The persons
immediately responsible would be the guardians, because
the case was remitted to their care by the justice ;
then the justice, for making an order for the reception of
a lunatic into a workhouse where there is (not) proper
accommodation (see Sec. 21, Lunacy Act, 1890) ; but, taking
them in inverted order, primarily the local authority
(Sec. 238, Lunacy Act, 1890). The local authority is defined
in Sec. 240 of the same Act to be the council of every
administrative county-a council which is well repre-
sented on the Eastbourne bench of magistrates ; and, if I
mistake not, one of its most influential members was the
very justice before whom this might-be dangerous lunatic
was taken. The county council, then, is the power you
must arraign in your court of censure for not having pro-
vided asylum accommodation.
As the person, perhaps, more immediately concerned than

any other individual in the trouble and annoyance due to
want of asylum accommodation, I am not likely to make
light of the incident described as a very grave scandal; but
there are proper and improper ways of discussing it, and a
good case needs no exaggeration to bolster it up. But, Sirs,
"all’s well that ends well," and instead of giving you the
opportunity of inserting another sensational headline, there
has been no "horrible discovery" or other tragic outcome of
a lunatic being remitted to a workhouse for fourteen days
(as other lunatics are constantly being sent for various
reasons other than want of accommodation in the county
asylums). Rather a comedy than a tragedy has been

enacted ; for when the lunatic in question was again
taken before the justice so that a reception order might
be made for his admission into the county asylum in which
there was then a vacancy, the ’’ dangerous " lunatic was
allowed to escape. He did not " run amok," but made his
way peaceably enough into another union, where, I am told,
he is now detained. I repeat your question-If, when he was
in charge of the workhouse officials and escaped from them,
he had run amok, who would have been responsible ?
Sensational headlines are not in harmony with the usual
matter we expect to find in THE LANCET; but I dare say the
insertion of the paragraph which has called forth this answer 

will have served someone’s purpose, although it has failed to
secure your endorsement.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT.

East Sussex County Asylum, Hayward’s Heath, April 5th, 1897.

"THE OFFER OF THE ’ROYAL RED BOOK.’"
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,--Our attention has been drawn to a paragraph in
THE LANCET concerning the suggested introduction into our
" Royal Red Book " of a list of the various physicians and
surgeons practising specially. We should be greatly obliged
if you would publish the notice that the scheme has been
withdrawn entirely. On receipt of a great deal of corre-
spondence commenting on it from all points of view we laid
the matter before the Royal College of Physicians, who have
condemned it, and it is therefore withdrawn without demur,
and we have returned the subscriptions already received.
At the same time we should like to point out that we raised
the question, "Would it not be unprofessional?" and the
professional gentleman who proposed it to us was of opinion
that it would not. Moreover, we have received a good many
orders from well-known medical men ; we think, there-
fore, that we may fairly be excused for falling into the error,
our desire being always to take advantage of suggestions we
think likely to increase the usefulness of the work. We
looked upon it as an ordinary subscription to a book. We
trust that you will publish this letter in order that as many
of the profession as possible may be acquainted with the
facts, so that any sense of irritation they may still feel may
be speedily allayed.

We are, Sirs, your obedient servants,
THE PROPRIETORS OF " WEBSTER’S ROYAL RED BOOK."
Piccadilly, April, 1897.

* ** We are glad to learn of this very proper decision on
the part of the Proprietors of the " Royal Red Book."-
ED. L.

LIVERPOOL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Royal Infirmary.
THE election committee of the Royal Infirmary met on

March 24th to fill up the vacancy caused by the resignation
of Dr. Davidson. As was anticipated, Dr. James Barr,
junior physician to the Liverpool Northern Hospital, was

the successful candidate. The intelligence of the death of
Mr. Heywood Bright, the recently appointed chairman of the
Royal Infirmary, which took place on March 24th. after an
illness extending over some weeks, was received in the city
with much regret. His term of office as chairman was but
of short duration, he having been elected as recently as
Feb. llth, in succession to Mr, H. B. Gilmour, who resigned
at the annual meeting. He had never been able to preside
over the meetings of the committee, as at the time of his

, 

election to the chair he was suffering from the illness which
terminated fatally. The deceased was related to the late

, Dr. Bright, the physician who first accurately described the
, disease now so well known as "Bright’s disease."

Liverpool Medical Club.
Dr. F. H. Barendt read a paper on Specialism before the

members of the above club a fortnight ago. He treated his
subject from four points of view : (1) specialism in general;
(2) specialism in relation to the lay public; (3) specialism in
relation to the general practitioner ; and (4) specialism in
relation to the specialist. In tracing the gradual growth of
specialism he predicted that the general consultant would
gradually be replaced by the specialist-in fact, many
present consultants had attained eminence in the
profession through the special study of some system or
organ. He urged the importance of a knowledge of
languages, and quoted Sir James Simpson in support
of this qualification. With regard to the general prac-
titioner, he ventured to suggest that in his consultations
he should seek the advice of those who had become qualified
by special study of the disease in question, and who avoided
all semblance of entering into rivalry with him. He con-
sidered it futile to expect that the relationship between
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practitioner and specialist should be on the same lines as
that between solicitor and barrister in respect to practice.
Patients would never admit such a relationship. On the
other hand, he urged that general practitioners might do
much to prevent patients leaving them by recommending
them to specialists so soon as they detected any restlessness
on their part ; it would increase their own prestige and
restore the confidence of the patient, and in many
cases prevent the evil of hospital abuse. Pure specialism
did not exist ; the specialties themselves overlapped, and
treatment itself was far more often general than special.
On the other hand, the specialist should bear in mind his
raison d’etre and not compete with the general practitioner.
The second annual dinner of this club will be held at the

Adelphi Hotel on April 7th, when the chair will be taken
by Mr. Mitchell Banks, the senior surgeon to the Royal
Infirmary.

Donation to a Liverpool Charity.
Mr. T. Sutton Timmis has sent a donation of &pound;1000 

towards the building fund of the new Consumption Hospital
nn Mount Pleasant.

April 6th. 

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

- Glasgorv Royal Infirmary.
THE official proposal by the Lord Provost to celebrate the

Diamond Jubilee by the partial reconstruction of the Royal
Infirmary on its present site continues to receive criticism
from both professional and lay quarters. The suggestion
already advanced in my letter in your issue of March 20th,
that the opinions of the medical, surgical, and sanitary
experts, upon whose advice the Lord Provost says he
is acting, should be published, has been reiterated
by numerous correspondents in the Glasgon Herald,
but has failed to excite any response from the authorities,
and it seems to be doubtful whether any detailed
scheme has really been considered or planned. Thus
at a recent meeting of the committee a letter was read
from Dr. J. B. Russell, in reply to a request from the Lord
Provost, stating that in his opinion the present site was quite
suitable for a hospital, but expressing his inability to give
any opinion as to its suitability for the reconstructed hospital
until the plans of this had been submitted to him. It is
certain that no local expert opinion would have greater
weight with the public than that of Dr. J. B. Russell, and yet
it would appear that no definite scheme was placed in his
hands when he was asked for an expression of opinion on
the official proposal. Under these circumstances it is not
unnatural that some suspicion should arise as to whether any
definite scheme has really been formulated. The promoters
of the movement will be well advised to issue a frank and
detailed statement at an early date. The public has a right
to expect it, and without it success is scarcely possible.
Already certain rival schemes are beginning to be pushed
from various quarters. One of these is the proposal to raise
a sum of money for the purpose of completing the Homes
for Consumptives at Bridge-of-Weir. The construction of
these, as far as they have been completed, is highly satis-
factory, but Mr. Quarrier, who has raised the money for the
homes and is practically the proprietor, appears to be
strangely reluctant to consult the committee of medical
men appointed to advise him on various matters. At least

nothing is heard of this committee or its views or recom-
mendations, and it is difficult to believe that its members
approve of one part of Mr. Quarrier’s plan-viz., the erection
of a dispensary in Glasgow at the cost of &pound;3000 for the
treatment of out-door patients. The present infirmaries
and dispensaries already offer ample opportunities for such
treatment, and to spend 3000 on a new dispensary will be
simply a waste of money. Certainly the profession gene-
rally will not extend confidence to the proposals of Mr.
Quarrier unless he can show that they are endorsed by
Professor Gairdner and the other members of the committee.
It is true that there is one medical practitioner enthusiasti-
cally in favour of Mr. Quarrier’s scheme; but in his letters
to the local press he modestly signs himself " M.D."

University of Aberdeen : Honours to Medical Men.
For the first time in the history of the University the

honorary and ordinary graduates were capped together on

the 2nd inst. The graduation ceremony took place in the
Mitchell Hall in presence of a brilliant audience. Among
those who received the degree of LL D. honoris caus&acirc;
were Mr. Edward Albert Scbafer, F.R S., Professor of
Physiology in University College London, and Examiner
in Physiology for various bodies ; and Sir Thomas Grainger
Stewart, M.D., Professor of Medicine in the University
of Edinburgh. The same degree was also conferred
in absence on Dr. Alexander J. C. Skene, one of the
leading physicians in Brooklyn, a professor in the
medical faculty and President of Long Island College
Hospital, and author of various works and papers. In order
to mark the new departure the members of the Senatus gave
a "reception" in Marischal College in the evening, which
was largely attended. On Saturday Principal Sir W. D.
Geddes and Lady Geddes entertained to luncheon the
honorary graduates, the two deans who were promoters,
and Dr. Stephenson, Professor of Midwifery, tbe Senior
Member of the Senatus.
April 7th.

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Viieen-s Nursing Home, Steevens’ -Hosl)2.tat.
A VERY influential committee has been formed, and circulars

have been widely distributed, for the purpose of raising a sum
of &pound;5000 to build and equip a Nurses’Rome in connexion
with this old-established hospital. It is proposed to lay the
foundation-stone of the new building on the anniversary of
Her Majesty’s accession in June next.

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.
Dr. Thomas Myles has recently resigned the position of

Professor of Pathology in the Medical School of the College
of Surgeons. A successor will be appointed on the first

Tuesday in May. A number of candidates are already
in the field.

Health of Belfast.
The working of the new Notification Act brings out clearly

the deplorably unhealthy state of Belfast, as during the four
weeks from Feb. 25th to March 24th 358 cases of zymotic
diseases have been reported, and of these 215 were typhoid
fever, 53 scarlet fever, 26 measles, 24 erysipelas, 12 diph-
theria, 12 simple continued fever, 6 membranous croup, 4
typhus fever, 3 whooping-cough, 2 puerperal fever, and 1
chicken-pox. The deaths from zymotic diseases were

75. As to typhoid fever, even the public cfficer of
health admits he had no idea himself of the extent
of the prevalence of this disease. No part of the city
seems free from it, and, as Dr. Whitaker says, "I think
that there is no city or town in the kingdom in which
this disease prevails to such an extent as with us." Scarlet
fever is still very prevalent, but the type is mild. It seems

very strange that neither measles nor whoopirg-cough,
though so infectious, is on the list of notifiable diseases as
enumerated in the Act of Parliament.

The County Donn District Asylum.
In his very full and interesting annual report for 1896 (just

published) the superintendent, Mr. Nolan, reiterates the view
he has expressed in previous reports that, notwithstanding
the large increment of lunatics in asylums, there is no con>

siderable real increase in insanity through the country gene-
rally, although in a current number of a monthly magazine,
in an article entitled " Which is the Maddest Part of the
Kingdom ?" the writer answers, by statistical diagrams,
"Ireland." Mr. Nolan’s opinion as regards Ireland agrees
with that of the Commissioners of Lunacy in their recent
report as regards England.l In the Down Asylum there
were 660 cases (336 males and 324 females) under treatment
during 1896. The number of cases admitted was 128, being
10 less than in 1895, and 31 less than in 1894. This asylum
is being much enlarged and improved, and the Plenum"
system of ventilation is being introduced.

Reformatory and Industrial Schools.
Mr. John Fagan, F.R.C S Irel., of Belfast, has been

appointed Inspector of Reformatory and Industrial Schools,
in place of Sir R. Blennerhasset, who has been appointed tm
the Presidency of Queen’s College, Coik. Mr. Fagan

1 THE LANCET, April 3rd, 1897, p. 968.


